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PLACES TO BE 
 

• FEBRUARY 9 – PLANNING COMMISSION WORKSHOP ON GATEWAY 
SHOPPING CENTER  
 

The Planning Commission will be conducting a Workshop on Monday February 9, 2015 at 
7:00 pm in the City Council Chambers located at 2131 Pear Street. The Commission will be 
reviewing a proposed shopping center consisting of four new commercial buildings and a 75-
foot high pylon sign.  
 
The approximately 5.5-acre proposed development site includes portions of both sides of 
Pinole Valley Road north of Interstate Highway 80 and south of Henry Avenue. The proposed 
project includes a grocery store, a building with retail shop spaces, a drive through coffee 
shop and a medical office building with accompanying signage and landscape improvements. 
Project information is available for review at the Pinole Library, the 2nd Floor counter at City 
Hall and on the City’s website at http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/planning/projects.html 

 
• FEBRUARY 18 - PINOLE POLICE DEPARTMENT COFFEE WITH A COP  

 
The next “Coffee with a Cop” event will be held on Wednesday, February 18, at Noah’s 
Bagels, 1552 Fitzgerald Drive.  The Pinole Police Department has initiated this program to 
provide an opportunity for the community to interact and meet the officers working in their 
area. Sergeant Matt Avery stated, “It's always nice to take a break and engage the 
community we serve”. Thanks in advance to all of you who plan to stop by and say hello.  
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

NEW THIS WEEK… 
 

• PINOLE POLICE BEARS AND BLANKETS PROGRAM  
 
Pinole Police officers will have an extra passenger in their patrol cars starting today with the 
implementation of the “Bear and Blankets” program. The goal of the program is to provide 
comfort to children suffering from a traumatic event.  

Police meet children daily who are coping from a recent traumatic incident, whether it’s a 
vehicle accident, or the arrest of a loved one.  A gift of a stuffed animal can provide them with 
a level of comfort according to Officer Cassie Johnson.  Officer Johnson also hopes this will 
help build trust between youth and police officers, and result in more youth coming to the 
police for help.  Chief gang stated: “Officer Johnson was instrumental in reviving this program 
as she benefitted from a similar program when she was a child”.  
 
In addition, Pinole Police officers will be carrying blankets that can also be given to a child 
needing some comfort and warmth. Chief Gang also stated: “Many times children have a 
misperception about the police.  We do not ever want a child to be fearful of the police. We 
want to help them learn at a young age that we are the ones who are here to protect them 
from harm”. 
 
The Pinole Police Department is accepting donations of new teddy bears to assist in 
launching this program.  Please bring your donations to the Pinole Police Department located 
at 880 Tennent Avenue, Pinole, CA. Please contact Officer Cassie Johnson for information or 
questions on the program: 510-869-5871 or cjohnson@ci.pinole.ca.us. 
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CONTINUING ITEMS… 
 
• SAND BAGS ARE AVAILABLE TO PINOLE CITIZENS 

 
As you are aware the winter season is upon us and we have already had several storm fronts 
move in.  As we have done in the past the City has made sand bags available to residents of 
the Pinole community in case you need them. There is a mound of sand and empty bags are 
available so that you may fill them as you need them. They are located in the parking lot 
adjacent to the Police Department and St. Joseph’s School and will remain so during the 
winter months. 
 

• OPEN SEATS ON CITY BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 
 
Consider volunteering for our community by serving on a City board or commission.  There 
are openings on the Planning Commission,  several on the Community Services Commission 
and Pinole delegates to two regional boards; the Contra Costa Council on Aging and the 
Contra Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA) Citizens Advisory Board. These positions are 
appointed by the City Council.    
 
Applications & supplemental questionnaires are available at Pinole City Hall and the City 
board applications may also be downloaded from the City website at 
http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/admin/cityclerk.html.  The filing period is open until the positions 
are filled. 
 
For more information contact the City Clerk’s office at 510-724-8928 or email 
pathenour@ci.pinole.ca.us  Completed applications are accepted at the City Clerk’s Office, 
2131 Pear Street, Pinole 94564.   
 

• BECOME A VOLUNTEER TUTOR AT PROJECT SECOND CHANCE 
 
Project Second Chance, the Contra Costa County library’s adult literacy program, trains 
volunteers to help adults improve their reading, writing and spelling skills. The required 14 
hours of training include one Wednesday night (January 28, 2015) and two Saturdays 
(January 31 and February 7). Training is held at the Pleasant Hill library but tutoring can take 
place anywhere in the county. 
 
 Register now for the upcoming training cycle! To sign up, apply online at 
http://ccclib.org/psc/tutors.html.  For more information call 510-527-7558. 

 
 

-END- 
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9:00    Meet at Pinole Goodyear 
 

9:15    Bus leaves 

 

10:00 Docent led tour of Frank Lloyd Wright's designed  
           Marin Civic Center 

 

11:30  No host lunch 

 

1:30    Tour Guide Dogs for the Blind Facility 

 

3:45    Return  

Sign Up at the Pinole Senior Center Front Desk 

2500 Charles Ave. Pinole, CA 94564  510-724-9800 

Thursday Feb. 19  $22 per person 



Winter Break Camp 2014 at the  

PINOLE YOUTH CENTER  
Was a HUGE success!  

At the PYC our Youth come first! 
★outdoor activities  ★sports ★cooking  

★nature walks ★computer room 

★video games room ★arts and crafts  

★team games and sports 

★Special Guests include CHALLENGER SPORTS  

DON’T MISS OUR 

President’s Week Camp (Feb 16-20)  

& Spring Break Camp (April 6-10) 
 PINOLE RESIDENTS: ONLY $160/ WEEK 

NON-RESIDENT: $186/ WEEK 

635 TENNENT AVE, PINOLE        510-724-9004        YOUTH@CI.PINOLE.CA.US 


	DATE: JANUARY 30, 2015
	FROM: BELINDA B. ESPINOSA, CITY MANAGER

