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PRODUCTS AND RESOURCES

Soils Laboratory (see also the Yellow Pages)
A&L Western Agricultural Labs
1311 Woodland Ave., #1
Modesto, CA 95351
209-529-4080

www.al-labs-west.com

Corn Gluten Meal (pre-emergent herbicide)
Supressa®
Concern® Weed Prevention Plus

Slow Release Fertilizer
Vigoro® Lawn Fertilizer

Beneficial Nematodes (Heterorhabditis bacteriophora):
Rincon Vitova Insectaries, PO. Box 1555, Ventura, CA 93002; (800) 248-2847;
www.rinconvitova.com
Buena BioSystems, PO. Box 4008, Ventura, CA 93007; (805) 525-2525
www.buenabiosystems.com
For more information on how to apply nematodes see:
www.oardc.ohio-state.edu/nematodes/default.htm
or
www.hort.uconn.edu/ipm/homegrnd/htms/39nemat.htm

Recommended Reading

e Down to Earth Natural Lawn Care, by Dick Raymond, published 1993 by
Storey Communications, Inc., Pownal, VT.

e U.C. Guide to Healthy Lawns online at www.ipm.ucdavis.edu.

e The Chemical-Free Lawn, by Warren Schultz, published 1993 by Rodale Press,
Emmaus, PA; (610) 967-5171; www.rodalepress.com.
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PESTICIDES AND
WATER POLLUTION

Common household pesticides show up in
treated wastewater and in local waterways,
sometimes at levels that can harm sensitive
aquatic life. So, water pollution prevention
agencies have teamed up with participating
retail stores, pesticide distributors, and manu-
facturers to reduce the risks associated with
pesticide use. This fact sheet is part of a se-
ries of fact sheets and store displays aimed at
educating residents about less-toxic pest
management. For the rest of the series of fact
sheets, visit www.ourwaterourworld.org.
Also, look for the “Our Water Our World”
logo next to products in participating stores
and nurseries. See the Pesticides and Water
Quality fact sheet for information on active
ingredients in common pesticides that may
cause water quality problems.

Pest control strategies and methods described
in this publication are consistent with inte-
grated pest management (IPM) concepts, and
are based on scientific studies and tests in ac-
tual home and garden settings. Use suggested
products according to label directions and
dispose of unwanted or leftover pesticides
at a household hazardous waste collection
facility or event. For more information on
pesticide disposal, call 1-800-CLEANUP or
visit: www.1800CLEANURorg. No endorse-
ment of specific brand name products is in-
tended, nor is criticism implied of similar prod-
ucts that are not mentioned.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

For more information, contact:

Common Ground Organic Garden
Supply and Education Center
(650) 493-6072;

www.commongroundinpaloalto.org

Bio-Integral Resource Center (BIRC)
(510) 524-2567; www.birc.org

University of California Cooperative
Extension Master Gardeners in your area
(in the phone book )

University of California IPM website:

www.ipm.ucdavis.edu

Paper content: 15% Post-consumer waste,
50% Recycled, and Processed chlorine free

LESS-TOXIC PEST MANAGEMENT

TIPS FOR A HEALTHY

REAUTIFOL.

LAWN

awns can look beauti-
ful without using pest-
ticides and fertilizers
that may contribute to water
quality problems in a local
creek, the Bay or Delta. The
tips below will help you main-
tain a healthy and beautiful
lawn that can out-compete
weeds and other lawn pests.

IRRIGATE AN ESTABLISHED
LAWN PROPERLY

* Before you irrigate, check the soil
moisture with a soil probe or trowel.
The top 2" to 3" should feel almost
dry before you add more water.

o After watering, test for water pen-
etration again with the soil probe or
trowel. Push a trowel into the soil
and tilt it forward. If the soil isn't
wet 4" to 6" down, continue water-
ing until it is. Grass roots will grow
deeper and the lawn will be healthier.
Track the watering time so you know
about how long to water.

e Irrigate slowly so that water doesn’t
run off. Overwatering is wasteful
and can wash pesticides and fertil-
izers into the storm drains.

e If water runs off or pools even with
slow irrigation, soil compaction may
be a problem (see Lawn Aeration on
the next page).

e Clay soils hold more moisture and

dry out more slowly, thus they may
need less frequent irrigation.

e Sandy soils dry out more quickly and
may need more frequent irrigation.

FEED YOUR SOIL BY
LEAVING GRASS
CLIPPINGS ON THE LAWN

e Grass clippings can provide most of
the nutrients needed by a lawn if
the clippings are small enough to
decompose quickly without form-
ing mats on top of the living grass.
Remove only /5 of the blade at any
one time (see Mow the Right Way,
next column).

* To decompose clippings, soil must be
biologically active, i.e., contain bac-
teria, fungi, insects, worms, and oxy-
gen. Soil under a lawn that has been
heavily fertilized or frequently

treated with pesticides may be defi-
cient in these elements.

MOW THE RIGHT WAY

e Remove no more than !/3 of the leaf
blade at one cutting. Removing more
can be very stressful for the plant and
increase pest and disease problems.

* Mow when the grass is dry.

° During the summer months, cut
the grass higher to help retain soil
moisture.

¢ Keep mower blades sharp. Dull blades
wound the grass and make it more
vulnerable to pests and diseases.

e Alternate your mowing pattern fre-
quently to avoid compacted ruts.

e Ifrust disease is present in your lawn,
clean your mower between mowings
to prevent spreading the disease.

DEAL SENSIBLY WITH
WEEDS

° Decide how many weeds you can
tolerate. It is not realistic to expect
a completely weed-free lawn.

 Dig up weeds by hand and sprinkle
grass seed on any bare spots so weeds
can’t fill in. Water regularly with a
fine spray until the grass sprouts.

Choose less toxic products for your home and garden. Look for this symbol before you buy.







